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SUB J : INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC IN USSR 

REF: (A)STATE 301942, (B) LENINGRAD 1702 (NOTAL), (C) MOSCOW 18136 

1 . CONGENOFF MET DECEMBER 21 WITH GEORGIY KARPUKHIN, DIRECTOR 
OF ALL UNION SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR INFLUENZA 
LOCATED IN LENINGRAD TO DISCUSS CURRENT FLU EPIDEMIC IN 

USSR. INFLUENZA INSTITUTE IS THE CENTRAL REPORTING AND COLLECT- 
ING POINT FOR INFLUENZA INFORMATION THROUGHOUT THE USSR. 
KARPUKHIN PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

2. EXTENT AND LOCATION OF EPIDEMIC: ACCORDING TO KARPUKHIN. 
CURRENT EPIDEMIC IS A PRIME H1N1 TYPE VIRUS. IT BEGAN 

14 NOVEMBER IN KHBAROVSK, SPREADING FROM THERE TO EASTERN 
REGIONS OF USSR. BY BEGINNING OF DECEMBER, EPIDEMIC HAD 
SPREAD TO VIRTUALLY EVERY MAJOR CITY IN USSR. CURRENTLY 60-70 
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SOVIET CITIES ARE AFFECTED. INCIDENCE OF DISEASE IN COUNTRY- 
SIDE IS 4-8 TIMES LESS THAN IN THE CITIES. AVERAGE MORBIDITY 
IN USSR CITIES IS 15-25 PERCENT ALTHOUGH CITIES IN CAUCASUS 
ARE MAJOR EXCEPTION AT THIS POINT, SUFFERING LESS THAN OTHERS. 

3. SPECIAL ASPECTS: KARPUKHIN STATED THAT THERE ARE NUMBER OF 
UNUSUAL AND SPECIAL ASPECTS TO CURRENT FLU OUTBREAK. THESE IN- 
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CLUDE: (A) NO ONE HERE HAD PREDICTED OUTBREAK OF A PRIME H1N1. 
NORMAL RANGE FOR ANY FLU STRAIN IN THE USSR IS 10-12 YEARS. BUT 
SOVIETS WERE EXPECTING OUTBREAK OF A NEW STRAIN RATHER THAN OF 
CURRENT STRAIN WHICH IS TYPE VIRUS WHICH CAUSED 1947-56 GLOBAL 
EPIDEMIC. (B) AS SOON AS A PRIME APPEARED IN SOVIET UNION. 

A2 STRAIN INFECTIONS DISAPPEARED COMPLETELY. THIS PHENOMENON 
MAY BE LIMITED TO SOVIET UNION ONLY BUT IS CONSIDERED "HIGHLY 
CURIOUS" IN VIEW OF FACT THAT A2 HAS BEEN DOMINANT FLU STRAIN 
HERE IN RECENT YEARS. (C) FLU INSTITUTE IS NOT YET CERTAIN WHAT 
IMPACT MASSIVE FLU INNOCULATIONS THIS FALL MIGHT HAVE ON NEW 
STRAIN. ACCORDING TO KARPUKHIN 1,800,000 LENINGRADERS ALONE 
WERE VACCINATED AGAINST FLU TYPE A2 THIS FALL. THUS FAR THERE 
IS NO EXPERIENCE OF IMPACT THIS MASSIVE VACCINATION CAMPAIGN 
WILL HAVE ON NEW A1 STRAIN ALTHOUGH EXPERTS HERE TEND TO BELIEVE 
THAT IT WILL HELP AT LEAST TO SOME EXTENT. (D) FIGURES AT THE 
FLU INSTITUTE INDICATE THAT FLU PEAKED IN LENINGRAD DECEMBER 20, 

ON SCHEDULE. PREDICTIONS HAD BEEN FOR PEAK IN PERIOD 19-24 
DECEMBER. EXPERTS EXPECT FLU TO RUN ITS COURSE IN 3-6 WEEKS 
BUT ARE NOT YET SURE WHETHER THIS WILL MATERIALIZE. IF SO, IT 
WOULD BE SOMEWHAT LESS THAN LAST YEAR'S B2 EPIDEMIC WHICH TOOK 
NEARLY 2 MONTHS TO RUN ITS COURSE. (E) FLU INSTITUTE EXPERTS 
BELIEVE THAT CURRENT EPIDEMIC IN SOVIET UNION WILL HAVE LARGELY 
RUN ITS COURSE BY JANUARY 15. 

4. EASTERN EUROPE: ACCORDING TO KARPUKHIN, CONFERENCE OF FLU 
SPECIALISTS OF EASTERN EUROPE WAS HELD IN EAST BERLIN LAST WEEK. 
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CURIOUSLY, THERE WERE NO REPORTED CASES OF NEW A1H1N1 STRAIN 
OUTSIDE SOVIET UNION AT THAT TIME AND THIS CONTINUES BE CASE. 
KARPUKHIN REPORTED THIS AS UNUSUAL PHENOMENA GIVEN RAPID AND 
EFFICIENT REPORTING TECHNIQUES IN EASTERN EUROPE AND THE FACT 
THAT THERE ARE EPIDEMICS IN SUCH SOVIET CITIES AS MINSK AND LVOV 
WHICH ARE RELATIVELY CLOSE TO BORDER. SOVIET EXPERTS ARE CON- 
TINUING CLOSE COOPERATION WITH FLU EXPERTS AROUND THE WORLD. 
SOVIET ALL UNION COORDINATING COUNCIL ON FLU MET IN MOSCOW 
ON DECEMBER 6 TO DISCUSS NEW FLU SITUATION AND FLU CULTURES 
WERE SENT AT THAT TIME TO ATLANTA, LONDON AND OTHER COMMUNICABLE 
DISEASE CENTERS AROUND WORLD. 

5. VIRULENCE: VIRULENCE AND MORTALITY RATE OF CURRENT 
EPIDEMIC ACCORDING TO KARPUKHIN IS LESS THAN NORMAL FOR FLU 
EPIDEMIC, AT LEAST AT THIS POINT. KARPUKHIN ADDED, HOWEVER, 

THAT THERE IS STILL INSUFFICIENT EXPERIENCE IN SOVIET UNION 

TO INDICATE THAT THIS WILL REMAIN THE CASE. GREATEST VIRULENCE 
SEEMS TO BE AMONG CHILDREN. DOCTORS HERE ARE SPECULATING THAT 
THIS MAY BE ATTRIBUTABLE TO ANTI-BODIES AMONG ADULTS AND AGED, 
GOING BACK TO 1947-56 EPIDEMIC. FLU, HOWEVER, BROKE OUT FIRST 
AMONG ADULTS IN 16-25 YEAR AGE GROUP, ANOTHER ASPECT OF ITS 
UNUSUAL CHARACTER SINCE NORMALLY FLU OUTBREAKS IN USSR 
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OCCUR FIRST AMONG CHILDREN AND AGED. 

6. THIS REPORT HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH EMBASSY MOSCOW. 

BUCHANAN 
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